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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the appeal brief filed 5/8/06. Claims 1-26 and 40-52 

are pending. 

2. 

Reopening of Prosecution After Appeal Brief or Reply Brief 

3. In view of the reply filed on 5/8/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 
To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

( 1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal 
brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 
CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must 
pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-26 and 40-52 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
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withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Khanna in view of Byrne. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1,14, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being taught by 
Raguseo (GB 2233671 A). 

As to claim 1, Raguseo teaches a method for automatically restoring logon connectivity 
in a network system comprising the steps of 

establishing a first connection between a client and an Internet gateway (there is 
a systems with means for establishing a communication between two nodes (one of 
which can be a LAN gateway server) using a first protocol, page 3, lines 30-40) 

checking status of said first connection by issuing a first request to said 
Internet gateway to access a web server utilizing a protocol blocked under a logged 
off status (the status of the connection is checked by a plurality of methods including 
polling at intervals and also when a client workstation issues an access request. The 
protocol used is one used when "server crashes down" among other faults; page 3, 
lines 30-40, page 5, lines 18-25, and page 6, lines 1-10); 
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determining whether said web server is accessed from said first request (page 3, 
lines 30-40 and page 6, lines 1-10); and 

automatically attempting to establish a second connection to said Internet 
gateway if said web server was not accessed from said first request (a new connection 
is created if the first connection has failed; page 3, lines 30-40, page 5, lines 18-30, and 
page 6, lines 1-10). 

Claims 14 and 40 recite similar limitations and are thus rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-10, 14-23 and 40-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
taught by Khanna (USPN: 5978849) further in view of Byrne (USPN: 6229787). 

As to claim 1 , Khanna teaches a method for automatically restoring logon 
connectivity in a network system comprising the steps of 

establishing a first connection between a client and an Internet gateway (a server 
receives a clients request for a connection; col 7, lines 42-57) 

determining whether said web server is accessed from said first request (col 7, 
lines 46-62); and 
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automatically attempting to establish a second connection to said Internet 
gateway if said web server was not accessed from said first request (a new connection 
is created if the first connection has failed; Fig 5; col 7, 46-57). 

However, Khanna does not explicitly indicate checking status of said first 
connection by issuing a first request to said Internet gateway to access a web server 
utilizing a protocol blocked under a logged off status. 

Byrne teaches a method in which the status of the connection is checked via an 
update request, (col 7, lines 20-32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Byrne into those of Khanna to make the 
system more robust. By checking the status of the connection directly with end-point 
via a request, one can avoid erroneous or outdated information within the TWJTCB. 
Furthermore, the system would know the exact status of the current node and avoids 
storing costly status lists constantly. 

As to claim 2, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , wherein if said 
web server was accessed from said first request then the method further comprises the 
steps of: waiting for a first period of time (col 6, lines 56-67); 

and checking status of said first connection by issuing a second request to said 
Internet gateway to access said web server utilizing said protocol blocked under said 
logged off status (col 7, lines 46 to col 8, line 20). 
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As to claim 3, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 2, wherein upon 
said attempting to establish said second connection to said Internet gateway the 
method further comprises the step of: waiting for a second period of time, wherein said 
second period of time is less than said first period of time; and checking status of said 
attempted second connection by issuing a third request to said Internet gateway to 
access said web server utilizing said protocol blocked under said logged off status (col 
6, line 56 to col 7, line 30). 

As to claim 4, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim I., wherein said first 
connection is established by a first logon procedure (col 7, line 42-46). 

As to claim 5, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 4, wherein said 
step of attempting to establish said second connection comprises the steps of: 
terminating said first logon procedure; and executing a second logon procedure (col 7, 
lines 4-9 and col 7, lines 42-62). 

As to claim 6, .Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 5 further 
comprising the step of waiting for a first period of time (abstract). 

As to claim 7, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 6 further 
comprising the step of checking status of said attempted second connection by issuing 
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a second request to said Internet gateway to access said web server utilizing said 
protocol blocked under said logged off status (col 7, lines 46 to col 8, line 20). 

As to claim 8, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 7 further 
comprising the step of: determining whether said web server is accessed from said 
second request (col 7, line 55 to 62). 

As to claim 9, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 8, wherein if said 
web server is accessed from said second request then the method further comprises 
the steps of waiting for a second period of time, wherein said first period of time is less 
than said second period of time; and checking status of said attempted second 
connection by issuing a third request to said Internet gateway to access said web server 
utilizing said protocol blocked under said logged off status (col 7, lines 46 to col 8, line 
20). 

As to claim 10, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 8, wherein if said 
web server was not accessed from said second request then the method further 
comprises the step of: automatically attempting to establish a third connection to said 
Internet gateway (col 7, lines 46 to col 8, line 20). 

Claims 14-26 and 40-52 are essentially the system and the computer program 
product for the above-mentioned method claims and are thus rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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9. Claims 11-13, 24-26, and 50-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Khanna and Byrne in view of Official notice. 

As to claims 1 1 , 24, and 50, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , 
however does not teach wherein said protocol is a HyperText Transport Protocol. 

Official notice is taken that It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to incorporate HTTP into Khanna because Khanna 
essentially teaches content sharing/transmission via online communications protocols 
like TCP to accomplish a similar task. 

As to claim 12, 25, and 51, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 1, 
however does not teach wherein said protocol is a file transfer protocol. 

Official notice is taken that It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to incorporate FTP into Khanna because Khanna 
essentially teaches content sharing/transmission via online communications protocols 
like TCP to accomplish a similar task. 

As to claim 13, 26, and 52, Khanna teaches the method as recited in claim 1, 
however does not teach wherein said protocol is a telnet protocol. 

Official notice is taken that It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to incorporate telnet into Khanna because Khanna 



Application/Control Number: 09/838,652 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2155 

essentially teaches content sharing/transmission via online communications protocols 
like TCP to accomplish a similar task. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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